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In 1975, at the peak of the Women’s and Student Move-
ment and against the backdrop of the Vietnam War, Susan 
Brownmiller’s path-breaking analysis about rape in war and 
peace appeared. Against Our Will, one of »100 most  
important books of the 20th Century« (New York Public  
Library), inspired feminist activism and research and 
opened the door to questions that are still pressing today. 
While sexual violence has gained public awareness and 
become a subject in national and international politics,  
efforts to understand and strategies to prevent this form 
of violence remain inadequate. The presence of Susan 
Brownmiller opens up the opportunity to reflect on the 
current state of the art.

Eintritt frei, in englischer Sprache

svac
International Research Group »Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict«

www.warandgender.net



SVAC is an International Research Group of inter- 
disciplinary scholars and NGO-experts founded in  
October 2010. The group brings together empirical 
and theoretical studies focusing on sexual violence 
in different theatres of armed conflict. It compares 
source material and promotes the systematic  
development of research questions and aims.

The public event with Susan Brownmiller opens the 
internal SVAC conference »Against Our Will«. Forty 
Years After: Exploring the Field of Sexual Violence in 
Armed Conflict.
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